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TO : ALL UNDERSECRETARIES AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES;
DIRECTORS OF BUREA ERVICES, AND CENTERS FOR
HEALTH _DEVELOPMENT; _MINISTER OF __ HEALTH-
BANGSAMORO _ AUTONOMOUS _ REGION _IN_ MUSLIM
MINDANAO; EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF SPECIALTY
HOSPITALS: CHIEFS OF MEDICAL CENTERS, HOSPITALS,
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POLICY COMPLIANCE OFFICERS: AND ALL OTHERS
CONCERNED

SUBJECT : Inclusion of Additional Dosage Strengths of Levothyroxine in the
Philippine National Drug Formulary (PNDF

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 6675, otherwise known as the Generics Act of 1988, which

advocates the use of drugs by their generic names through a rational system of procurement and
distribution, and in accordance with Republic Act No. 9502 and Executive Order No. 49, the

Philippine National Drug Formulary (PNDF) or Essential Drugs List shall serve as the
mandatory basis for the procurement of drug products by the Department of Health (DOH) and

all government entities.

Similarly, pursuant to Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care
Act, health technologies are assessed through an evidence-based and transparent process to guide
investments on any health technology or development of any benefit package by the DOH and
the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).

In line with the foregoing, the Secretary of Health concurs with the positive recommendation of

the Department of Science and Technology - Health Technology Assessment Council
(DOST-HTAC) on the government financing of the additional 12.5 meg tablet and 25 meg tablet

dosage strengths of levothyroxine. Changes to the existing listing of levothyroxine are reflected

in the table below.
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EXISTING LISTING REVISED LISTING

Molecule LEVOTHYROXINE LEVOTHYROXINE

e 50 meg tablet e 50 meg tablet A g
Dosage Strength | e 100 mcg tablet e 100 mcg tablet eo 12 Smee tablete 25 meg tablete 150 mcg tablet e 150 meg tablet

Salt Form as anhydrous sodium as anhydrous sodium none specified

Dosage Form tablet tablet

Packaging none specified none specified

Management of Managetient of Management of
oo ee se : hypothyroidism of 4

Indication hypothyroidism of any cf i hypothyroidism of any
etiology; TSH suppression | “"Y euniogy;  t5e etiolo

ONOsy: PP suppression Sy

Other
implements/ none none
attachments

The public is encouraged to refer to the electronic PNDF, which is accessible at
https://pndf.doh.gov.ph, to view the up-to-date information on medicines listed in the PNDF. A
copy of the detailed recommendations is accessible through the DOST-HTAC website.

All concerned offices are hereby requested to disseminate this information to ensure a uniform
understanding, guide planning and resource allocation, and support the readiness of healthcare
provider networks in integrating this technology.

For your information and guidance.

Yegeern ae
JOSE S. PUJALTE JR., MD

Acting Secretary of Health


