
Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Office ofthe Secretary
BAGONG PILIPINAS

11 December 2024

DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR
No. 2024 - 044 2

FOR : ALL UNDERSECRETARIES AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES;
DIRECTORS OF BUREAUS, SERVICES, AND CENTERS FOR
HEALTH DEVELOPMENT: MINISTER OF HEALTH-
BANGSAMOR! AUTONOM REGION IN MUSLIM
MINDANAO: EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF SPECIALTY
HOSPITALS; CHIEFS OF MEDICAL CENTERS, HOSPITALS
SANITARIA AND TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION
CENTERS; ATTACHED AGENCIES; NATIONAL DRUG
POLICY COMPLIAN FFICERS: AND ALL OTHERS
CONCERNED

SUBJECT : Inclusion of New Drugs in the Philippine National Drug Formulary

By virtue of Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care Act, the
Health Technology Assessment shall be institutionalized as a fair and transparent
priority-setting mechanism to provide recommendations on investments on health technologies
to be funded by the Department of Health and the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation.

Relative to this, please be informed that the Secretary of Health has approved the positive
recommendations of the Health Technology Assessment Council to include the following drugs
in the Philippine National Drug Formulary (PNDF):

Molecule Technical Specifications Indication

Abacavir/Lamivudine|120 mg/60 mg dispersible|Treatment of Humantablet Immunodeficency Virus (HIV) in
pediatric population

Donepezil 23 mg film-coated tablet Treatment of moderate to severe
hydrochloride Alzheimer’s Disease as first-line

therapy

Levonorgestrel 52 mg intrauterine Contraception
delivery (IUD) system

75 mg subdermal implant

Sodium Chloride + 1.544 g/ 83.16 mg / 63.13|Adjunctive treatment for sinusitis
Potassium Chloride +|mg per sachet powder for
Calcium Lactate reconstitution
Pentahydrate
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Molecule Technical Specifications Indication

Tenofovir + 300 mg + 300 mg, 50 mg|HIV treatment for
Lamivudine (in tablet treatment-experienced people living
combination with with HIV (PLHIV) (including those
Dolutegravir) that are stable in their current

regimen)

Tenofovir/ 300 mg + 300 mg + 50 mg|HIV treatment for
Lamivudine/ tablet treatment-experienced PLHIV
Dolutegravir (including those that are stable in their

current regimen)

Dapivirine 25 mg vaginal delivery HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
system (vaginal ring) in adult women specifically as an

additional prevention choice for
women at substantial risk of HIV
infection as part of combination
prevention approaches

Note: Currently not listed in the Food
and Drug Administration registry at
the time of application.

The public is encouraged to refer to the electronic PNDF, which is accessible at
https:/pnf.doh.gov.ph, to view the up-to-date information on medicines listed in the PNDF.
Further, you can visit https:/tinyurl.com/PNDF-Dec-2024 to view the HTA recommendations.

All are enjoined to ensure rational procurement, distribution, and use of drugs in all health
facilities.

The dissemination ofthis information to all concerned is requested.

By Authority ofthe Secretary of Health:

DR.
Undersecretary of Health
Public Health Services Cluster

AGGAO, MHA, MSN, FPSMS, FPCHA


