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TO

SUBJECT

ALL UNDERSECRETARIES AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES;
DIRECTORS OF BUREAUS, SERVICES, AND CENTERS FOR
HEALTH _DEVELOPMENT; _MINISTER OF __ HEALTH-
BANGSAMORO _AUTONOMOUS REGION _IN MUSLIM
MINDANAO; EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF SPECTALTY
HOSPITALS: CHIEFS OF MEDICAL CENTERS, HOSPITALS,
SANITARIA AND TREATMENT _AND_ REHABILITATION
CENTERS; _ ATTACHED AGENCIES; _ NATIONAL_ DRUG
POLICY COMPLIANCE OFFICERS; AND ALL OTHERS
CONCERNED

Inclusion of Aflibercept, Ranibizumab, and Dexamethasone
Implant in the Philippine National Drug Formulary for Treatment
of Diabetic Macular Edema, Macular Edema secondary to Retinal
Vein Occlusion, and Wet Age-Related Macular Degeneration

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care Act, health

technologies are assessed through an evidence-based and transparent process to guide

investments on any health technology or development of any benefit package by the Department

of Health (DOH) and the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).

In line with this, the Secretary of Health concurs with the recommendation of the Department of

Science and Technology - Health Technology Assessment Council for the government financing

of the following drugs and medicines, and approves their inclusion in the PNDF:

Product Specifications Indication/s

Aflibercept Aflibercept [40mg/mL | First-line treatment of Diabetic Macular Edema
solution for intravitreal | (DME), Macular Edema secondary to Retinal
injection] Vein Occlusion (ME-RVO) and wet

Age-Related Macular Degeneration (WAMD)

Ranibizumab Ranibizumab [10 mg/mL | First-line treatment of DME, ME-RVO and

solution for intravitreal wAMD
injection]
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Product Specifications Indication/s

Dexamethasone Dexamethasone [700 Alternative treatment for DME and ME-RVO
Implant mcg intravitreal implant] | for patients contraindicated or non-responsive

to anti-vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF) drugs

The public is encouraged to refer to the electronic PNDF, which is accessible at
https://pnf.doh.gov.ph, to view the up-to-date information on medicines listed in the PNDF. A
copy of the detailed recommendations is accessible through this __link:
https://tinyurl.com/A fliRaniDexaHTACFinalRecomm.

All concerned offices are hereby requested to disseminate this information to ensure a uniform
understanding, guide planning and resource allocation, and support the readiness of health care
provider networks in integrating this technology.

For your information and guidance.

ORO/J/ HERBOSA, MD
Segfetary of Health


