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TO

SUBJECT

ALL UNDERSECRETARIES AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES;
0

BANGSAMORO _AUTONOMOUS _REGION__IN__MUSLIM
MINDANAO; EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF _SPECTALTY
HOSPITALS; CHIEFS OF MEDICAL CENTERS, HOSPITALS,
SANITARIA AND TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION
CENTERS; _ ATTACHED AGENCIES: _ NATIONAL DRUG
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CONCERNED

Cee eee TT tai Ache Pelvpmisin(kE)LU i (US bined with Alpha Fetoprotein (AFP
Test as Screening for Adults at High Risk to Develop
Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC)

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care Act, health

technologies are assessed through an evidence-based and transparent process to guide

investments on any health technology or development of any benefit package by the Department

of Health (DOH) and the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).

In line with this, the Secretary of Health concurs with the recommendation of the Department of

Science and Technology - Health Technology Assessment Council for government financing of
biannual ultrasound (US) combined with alpha fetoprotein (AFP) test as a screening test

for adults at high risk to develop hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) every 6 months.

All concerned offices are further requested to strengthen existing HCC prevention measures,

including programs to mitigate risk factors for chronic liver disease, such as:

1. Promotion of healthy lifestyles;
2. Vaccination against Hepatitis B; and

3. Implementation of Hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) screening programs
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All concerned offices are hereby requested to disseminate this information to ensure a uniform
understanding, guide planning and resource allocation, and support the readiness of health care
provider networks in integrating this technology. A copy of the detailed recommendations is
accessible through this link: https://tinyurl.com/BUSwithAFP.

For your information and guidance.

J. HERBOSA, MD
ecfetary of Health


