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SUBJECT

Moderate Complexity Nucleic Acid Amplification Tests (NAATS)
for the Diagnosis of Multi-drug Resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-TB)
with Isoniazid (INH) and Rifampicin (Rif) Resistance Testing

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care Act, health
technologies are assessed through an evidence-based and transparent process to guide
investments on any health technology or development of any benefit package by the Department
of Health (DOH) and the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).

In line with this, the Secretary of Health concurs with the recommendation of the Department of
Science and Technology - Health Technology Assessment Council for government financing of
moderate complexity nucleic acid amplification tests (NAATs) for the diagnosis of
multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) with isoniazid (INH) and rifampicin (Rif)
resistance testing.

The analysis highlights several advantages of moderate complexity NAATSs over current testing
platforms. They offer faster turnaround times of 2.5-4.9 hours per run and can detect both INH
and Rif resistance simultaneously, unlike existing tests that require separate machines or
cartridges. These tests support flexible testing modes, allow higher throughput of 22-24 samples
per run, and are designed to complement existing sequential testing platforms. While
implementation requires a specific system, moderate complexity NAATs are best deployed in
regional or subnational reference laboratories to support primary care facilities.
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All concerned offices are hereby requested to disseminate this information to ensure a uniform
understanding, guide planning and resource allocation, and support the readiness of health care
provider networks in integrating this technology. A copy of the detailed recommendations is
accessible through this link: https://tinyurl.com/moderatecomplexityNAATS.

For your information and guidance.
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