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Thermal Ablation as a Treatment Option for Premalignant Lesions
of the Cervix

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care Act, health
technologies are assessed through an evidence-based and transparent process to guide
investments on any health technology or development of any benefit package by the Department
of Health (DOH) and the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).

In line with this, the Secretary of Health concurs with the recommendation, of the Department of
Science and Technology - Health Technology Assessment Council, for government financing of
thermal ablation as a treatment option for premalignant lesions of the cervix among
women aged 30 to 65 years old who are deemed eligible for ablation in accordance with the
World Health Organization (WHO) screen-treat approach or screen-triage-treat approach.

This recommendation is aligned with current clinical guidelines:

1. The 2023 Philippine Clinical Practice Guidelines for Cancer Prevention and Treatment
of Premalignant Lesions of the Cervix recommend thermal ablation as an alternative to
cryotherapy for premenopausal women with a visible squamocolumnar junction and
acetowhite lesions identified on visual inspection with acetic acid (VIA) or with a
positive high-risk human papillomavirus deoxyribonucleic acid (HrHPV DNA) test.
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2. The 2019 WHO Guidelines on the Use of Thermal Ablation for Cervical Pre-cancer
Lesions suggest treatment options, including Large Loop Excision of the Transformation
Zone (LLETZ), cryotherapy, or thermal ablation, for women with histologically
confirmed CIN2+ disease who are eligible for ablative therapy.

All concerned offices are hereby requested to disseminate this information to ensure a uniform
understanding, guide planning and resource allocation, and support the readiness of health care
provider networks in integrating this technology. A copy of the detailed recommendations is
accessible through this link: https://tinyurl.com/ThermalAblationHTAC.

For your information and guidance.

J. HERBOSA, MD
ecretary of Health



