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Pursuant to Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the Universal Health Care Act, health
technologies are assessed through an evidence-based and transparent process to guide
priority-setting for those funded by the Department of Health (DOH) and the Philippine Health
Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).

In line with this, the Secretary of Health concurs with the positive recommendations, supported
by cost-effectiveness analysis and available evidence, for government financing of the following
health technologies for the screening and diagnosis of tuberculosis (TB):

Product Indication/s

Latent/Asymptomatic Tuberculosis

Interferon gamma release ELISA assay Screening of latent/asymptomatic tuberculosis
AGRA)

Drug-Susceptible Tuberculosis

Chip-based Reverse Transcriptase- Diagnosis of drug-susceptible tuberculosis
Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) Test
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Product Indication/s

Rifampicin-Resistant Tuberculosis

Cartridge-based RT-PCR test Diagnosis of rifampicin-resistant tuberculosis
Chip-based Reverse Transcriptase- Diagnosis of rifampicin-resistant fuberculosis
Polymerase Chain Reaction

(RT-PCR) Test

Multi-drug Resistant Tuberculosis

Line probe assay (LPA) Diagnosis of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis

Extensively Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis

Line probe assay (LPA) Diagnosis of extensively drug-resistant
tuberculosis

Cartridge-based Diagnosis of extensively drug-resistant

RT-PCR test tuberculosis

Active Tuberculosis Infection in HIV patients

Lateral flow urine lipoarabinomannan Diagnosis of active tuberculosis infection in HIV
assay (LF-LAM) patients

All concerned offices are hereby requested to disseminate this information to ensure a uniform
understanding, guide local planning and resource allocation, and support the readiness of service
delivery networks in integrating these technologies into tuberculosis prevention and control

programs.

A copy of the detailed recommendations is accessible through this link:

https://tinyurl.com/HTACTBTests.

The dissemination of this information to all concerned is requested.
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