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Republic ofthe Philippines
Department of Health

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
13 September 2022

DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR
No. 2022 -_D3491-A

FOR: ALL CENTERS FOR HEALTH DEVELOPMENT, NATIONAL DRUG

AND MUNICIPALITIES. PROFESSIONAL HEALTH SOCIETIES.> OF BUREAUS AND REGIONAL OFFICES, BARMM
SANITARIA, AND OTHER CONCERNED

SUBJECT: ndment_to_the Depart t Circular 2022-02 alth Te

Assessment Council (HTAC) Recommendation to include Potassiuma 15
92

This has reference to the Department Circular 2022-0291 “Health Technology Assessment Council (HIAC)
Recommendation to include Potassium Citrate 15 mEq Extended Release (ER) Tablet in the Philippine National
Formulary” which was approved by the Secretary of Health on 17 May 2022.

Relative thereto, the HTAC amends the DC No. 2022-0291 based on Department Memorandum 2016-0258 otherwise
known as “Further clarification and guidance on the bidding specifications ofsolid oral dosage forms (tablets) in the
Philippine National Formulary” which states that the specific type of tablet [e.g., sustained-release tablets
(extended-/prolonged-release tablets)] shall be clearly reflected in the purchase request.

In line with this, the HTAC kindly clarifies that ‘tablet’ does not automatically encompass the ‘extended release’
tablet which is stipulated in the Department Memorandum 2016-0258. To help guide the bidding process of the
Potassium Citrate 15 mEQ, the HTAC would like to clarify that the approved HTAC recommendation on “Potassium
(as citrate), 1620mg (15 mEq) tablet” specifically pertains to “Potassium (as citrate), 1620mg (15 mEq) extended

release(ER)tablet.” The approved inclusion is aimed at adding another dosage strength and net content. Listed below
is the comparison of the current and the approved listing which are specified as extended release (ER)tablets, for your
reference:

Current PNY Listing Updated PNF Listing following the Minor Inclusion

Potassium (as citrate), 10 mEq tablet Potassium (as citrate), 1080mg (10 mEq) tablet
Potassium (as citrate), 1620mg (15 mEq) extended release (ER)
tablet

For your information and guidance.
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